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the Marquesas for a few months before my return to see a real
savage at last! Thank God you received the study that I sent
you, . . . It is a step towards better work; you found it superb,
ail to the good. It is by me, you know, not by Emile Bernard.
... At the moment I'm carving tree trunks into savage
bibelots. I have a piece of iron wood that I'm going to bring
back that has worn away my fingers, but Tin pleased with it,
and, you know7, it is not by Emile Bernard*... I have received
a letter from my wife who sold four canvases, including one
that is quite unimportant (a small Breton head), for 1,500
francs as soon as she got back to Copenhagen, and was hoping
to sell the rest soon. Some money at last, you'll say. Bur my
poor wife needed it. That doesn't matter. Things are going
all right for me in Denmark. . . . Yes, in Denmark, there are
piles of imbeciles w*ho believe the papers now that they have
decided I've got ability, ... I wrote a long time ago to de
Haan. No reply. Have you news of him? Apart from you I
get no letters. You are a faithful correspondent and I am very
grateful to you. You cannot imagine how sad it is not getting
letters when one is so far away. * . .
E nti manao vau} tirau parau
la ora na
Which means that I've finished chatting and that I greet you.
I speak Kanaka pretty well now and I find it very entertaining/'
Mette had at last also been successful in finding, in a Danish
painter, a buyer for the canvas of a female nude that Huysrnans
had praised so highly when it had been exhibited in 1881.
She received nine hundred francs for this, but as she needed
the money she kept it all. Mette also sent him news of his
son Emile, now eighteen and a half and over 6 ft. 4 in. tall.
Gauguin was delighted. Emile was now his eldest son, for
Clovis, who had never been strong, had died before he was
twenty.
Tehura, meanwhile, was expecting a child. Gauguin was not
worried about its future. In Tahiti a child was considered to